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IN THE ABSTRACT 

Please amend the Abstract of the Disclosure as follows. 

ABSTRACT 

In Q catalytic ox - haust gas docompooition apparatus 
according to — fe - hc— prof erred cmbodimont — of the prooont 
invention, — if^ — is poooible — fee — oupprooo variationo — in velocity 
diotribution ■ of the gaoeo — introduood to the catalyst bed. 

The catalytic exhaust gas decomposition apparatus 
spirals an exhaust gas containing therein a substance to be 
decomposed and a reactant gas, rectifies the spiral flow, and 
lets the substance to be decomposed contained in the exhaust 
gas react with the reactant gas after the spiral flow has been 
rectified. This arrangement uses - , — rectifies ao a mcano — 
r^ e e ^fei - fy - ing the spiral flow of the exhaust gas and the reactant 
gas — with a plate-like baffle wall having therein a through 
hole at a portion near the center thereof. The spiral flow is 
allowed to pass through the through hole so as to be 
centralized temporarily. The spiral flow then passes through 
an enlarged section of a flow path downstream of the through 
hole before being introduced into the catalyst bed. 

5%e — ar - rangemont holpo min - imi - zo ■ variations — in — gao 
velocity of the — oxhauot — gas — flowing — into — fehe — oatalyot bed. 
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